Although only a few months have elapsed, the apparatus has been so improved that the time of exposure has been considerably reduced, and the results obtained far more satisfactory; and with the perfection of the tubes and with more knowledge of the' process, few parts of the human organism will withstand this invisible force.
The first application of Roentgen photography in surgery was in detecting foreign bodies embedded in the tissues, the location of which could not be diagnosed. This process is also an important aid in studying the injuries and diseases of the osseous system. It is often difficult to determine between a fracture and a dislocation, but Roentgen rays come to your assistance and the problem is easily solved. Mr. Edward Gray ("British Medical Journal," March 7, 1896,) reports a case in which the injury to the elbow joint was quite obscure, and as there was free flexion and extension, and it was impossible to make a satisfactory diagnosis by ordinary means, a skiagraph was taken, which revealed a rare dislocation, both bones of the forearm being displaced outward.
In this connection, I will briefly describe the following case: A boy 14 years old received an injury to the elbow point; there was some doubt about the diagnosis, but his physician treated him for fracture. One month later the patient passed under the care of another physician and the case was referred to me to make a skiagraph of the injured member. The picture showed an intercandyloid fracture and also a partial dislocation of the bones of the forearm backward.
After reducing fractures and applying the proper dressings, if there is any doubt about the correct opposition of the fragments, a skiagraph can be taken without disturbing the dressings, as they do not impede the passage of the rays, and it can be determined whether it is necessary to readjust the bone. The line of fracture can be mapped out in old cases, even after months have elapsed. Skiagraphs of the deformity resulting from improper treatment have already been brought forward as evidence in damage suits and no doubt they will be much used in medico-legal cases.
Another use for this photography is in diseased con- 
